
Los Angeles County 

Office of Violence Prevention

Gun Safety Platform 

Child Care Planning Committee Meeting 

November 1, 2023



OVP strengthens collaboration, capacity and 

partnerships to prevent multiple forms of violence and 

promote healing across communities in LA County.

Established by the Board of Supervisors in February 

2019 in the Department of Public Health.

Governance Structure: County Leadership Committee 

& Community Partnership Council guide the work of the 

office and implementation of the strategic plan.



OVP Early Implementation Priorities

Shift The Narrative about Violence and Trauma 

Advance Healing Centered and Trauma Informed System Change

Implement Crisis Response Pilot in South LA 

Expand Trauma Prevention Initiative 

Create Community Accessible Open Data Portal

Establish Regional Violence Prevention Coalitions



Overall Firearm Mortality Rates for the United States, 
California, and Los Angeles County, 2011-2020
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Data from CDC, NCHS. National Vital Statistics System, Data on CDC WONDER Online Database, released in 2021. Data are from the 
Multiple Cause of Death Files, 1999-2020, as compiled from data provided by the 57 vital statistics jurisdictions through the Vital Statistics 
Cooperative Program. 



Child (0-18 Years) Firearm Deaths in LA 
County, 2016-2022*
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Child Firearm Death Rates by Demographic 
Groups, 2016-2022*
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Gun Violence Prevention Platform (GVPP) 

1. Advocate for robust gun safety legislation locally and nationally, including 

the federal ban on assault weapons and large capacity magazines. 

2. Promote social connections, healing, and a culture of peace through

safe spaces and programs that address harm, trauma, and the impact of 

violence. Support opportunities that foster community togetherness, 

inclusion, and a sense of belonging while embracing diversity.

3. In partnership with the courts, community and faith-based organizations, and

law enforcement, improve awareness and access to legal restraining orders.

Ensure services, systems and messaging are accessible, culturally relevant 

and cause no harm.

4. Increase access to comprehensive, culturally relevant physical and 

mental health supports and services for all students, K-12.  Enhance

school safety by implementing pilot initiatives in at least 3 school districts.



Gun Safety Platform Goal 
To decrease gun violence deaths, life altering injuries and their social-emotional 

impacts among residents in Los Angeles County.
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Objectives: 

1. Train 1,000 youth peer leaders on Teen Mental Health.

2. Train 1,000 health care providers to do gun safety screening during primary 

care visits. Distribute 20,000 safe gun storage handbooks and gun safety 

locks to families countywide.

3. Train 100 criminal justice personnel to implement gun violence restraining 

orders. Reach 5,000 completed viewings of a training video on gun violence 

restraining orders for consumers. Train 100 community-based personnel, 

staff at legal aid entities, DV providers and others about Right Tool for Each 

Situation.

4. Conduct 10 trauma healing events per SPA for community residents.

5. Mobilize 500 college students at a Teach In @ CDU to gather 100,000 LA 

County resident signatures calling for a national assault weapon ban.



Gun Safety Measures

• The Pew Research Center reports that:

– 64% of US gun owners fail to keep their guns in a locked 

place

– 56% of US gun owners keep their guns loaded

– About 40% of all US gun owners report having a gun in the 

house that is both loaded and easily accessible

– About 30% of gun owners with children under 18 report 

having a gun in the house that is both loaded and easily 

accessible

– 26% of gun owners with children report advising visitors with 

children that there are guns in the house; 74% do not 

provide that information to visitors with children
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Materials & Resources
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Get Involved - keep families & children safe! 

• Join us in raising awareness 
about gun violence – host an 
event, distribute flyers and 
materials, post on social 
media, write letters.

• Help us to engage others 
including healthcare systems 
and providers, academic 
institutions and others to train 
and screen for gun safety.

• Talk to family and friends 
about gun safe storage and/or 
gun violence restraining 
orders (GVROs).

• Pledge to take one action to 
prevent gun violence.



Thoughts and Questions
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Contact Information

Andrea Welsing, Director

(626) 293.2998 (office)

awelsing@ph.lacounty.gov

Kelly Fischer, Deputy Director

(323) 236-6858 (cell)

kfischer@ph.lacounty.gov

WEBSITE: http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ovp/

mailto:awelsing@ph.lacounty.gov
mailto:kfischer@ph.lacounty.gov
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ovp/
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