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CONGRATULATIONS 

ON AN INCREDIBLE 
2023-24 Rate Reform Campaign



Governor’s Jan 10, 2024 Budget

Early Learning & Child Care:

• Maintains funding to align with previous commitments made to Child Care 

Providers United and aligns increases for others in the child care sector at 

$723.8 million. 

• Affirms Governor’s commitment to develop a single rate structure and 

alternative methodology by July 2024, a key request from our Fall 2023 

Children’s Movement Campaign Letter signed by over 900 organizations and 

aligned with the ECE Coalition. 

https://www.childrennow.org/blog/ccrr-winter-23-affirm-childcare-supports/
https://www.childrennow.org/blog/ccrr-winter-23-affirm-childcare-supports/


Governor’s Jan 10, 2024 Budget

Early Learning & Child Care:

• Does not increase childcare slots, only affirms funding for the previously 

expanded 146,000 slots and commitment to reach 200,000 slots by 2026-

27. *Recent news about 16k general child care slots being held

• Sweeps $618 million of unspent state preschool funds (98 dollars). 

• Delays $550 million intended for preschool, TK, and kindergarten facilities 

to 2025-26.



Highlights from the 
2024 California Children’s Report Card
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There are 13.7 million Californians ages 0-26.

American Indian/                       
Alaskan Native, 0.4%

Asian, 13%Black/                                          
African                                          

American, 5%

Latino/a or Hispanic, 47%

Multiracial, 7%

Native Hawaiian/                            
Pacific Islander, 0.5%

White, 27%



D Birthing Health C- Child Care

C Environmental Health & Justice B+ Preschool & Transitional Kindergarten

A- Health Insurance B- Early Care & Education Workforce

D+ Health Care Access & Accountability D Early Intervention & Special Education 

D Preventive Screenings C- Education for Dual Language & English Learners

D+ Supporting Mental Health C+ Education Funding

D- Preventing Substance Abuse B Expanded Learning Programs

C Oral Health Care D STEM Education

C- Relationships & Sexual Health C Educator Pipeline, Retention, & Diversity

D School Climate: Connections with Adults on Campus

C Stable Homes & Enduring Relationships C School Climate: Discipline & Attendance

C+ Health Care for Kids in Foster Care B- Higher Education

D Education Supports for Students in Foster Care  

D Transitions to Adulthood D- Supports for Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

C+ Supporting LGBTQ+ Youth

C- Voluntary Evidence-Based Home Visiting D+ Decriminalization of Youth

B- Paid Family Leave B- Food Security

B Income Assistance for Low-Income Families B- Cradle-to-Career Data Systems

FAMILY SUPPORTS

CHILD WELFARE

CROSS-SECTOR ISSUES

HEALTH EDUCATION



Child Care

Grade C-

Child care 

affordability is a 

major concern for 

California’s families. 

Child care is not affordable for most families

(percent of median income devoted to child care, 2021)



Early Care & 

Education 

Workforce

Grade B-

Child care workers 

are paid very low 

wages, so many rely 

on public assistance 

programs to make 

ends meet.



Preschool & 

Transitional 

Kindergarten

Grade B+

California's TK 

program policies fail 

to meet

major national quality 

benchmarks.



Early 

Intervention
Grade: D

California is 

failing to identify 

children who 

need support 

early, despite 

the fact more 

kids have been 

referred for 

developmental 

evaluations 

since the 

pandemic 

started



Family

Supports

Percent of US households with young kids that had difficulty paying 

for one or more basic needs like food, housing, and child care



Voluntary 

Evidence-

Based

Home Visiting

Grade C-

Despite research 

proving the benefits 

of home visiting 

programs, they do 

not reach enough 

California families.

In FY 2022, the Department of Public

Health California Home Visiting program 

reported that:

Children in CalWORKS Home Visiting 

Program were far more likely to receive 

at least one developmental screening

of parents/caregivers were 

screened for depression.81%

of people who gave birth received a 

postpartum visit with a health care 

provider within 8 weeks of delivery.
70%

of children enrolled in California 

Home Visiting Program (MIECHV) 

received their well child visits.
70%



Paid Family 

Leave

Grade B-

California’s PFL 

wage replacement 

rates have improved, 

but continued work is 

needed to keep up 

with the handful

of peer states that 

lead the nation on 

PFL policies.

Paid Family Leave wage replacement by state



Stable, positive relationships 

support healthy brains

Early experiences can alter gene 

expression and effect long-term 

development

Toxic stress weakens 

architecture of developing 

brain

1 million neural connections form 

every second

Brain Science*

*Center on the Developing Child, Harvard University
15



resilient

grit

(of a person or animal) able 
to withstand or recover quickly from 
difficult conditions

firmness of mind or 
spirit : unyielding courage in the 
face of hardship or danger

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1050US1050&q=withstand&si=AMnBZoFEI0LGJdD1jElhAGFwRnmo0Vpj0Ngmp61LP515nWxey8dmWMG0v275UU9uFmvO7m-7xDpF9aBq1kJ2rDvhldPVnHMF9A%3D%3D&expnd=1






Economists

19



https://www.childrennow.org/

thechildrensmovement/1

2 3



Learn more about Children Now: 
www.childrennow.org

Join The Children’s Movement:
www.childrennow.org/thechildrensmovement/

Read our blog:
https://www.childrennow.org/blog/

Follow us on Social Media

@childrennow linkedin.com/children-now
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