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LA County ECE Emergency Response Team 2025 Wildfires 

Child Care Alliance of Los Angeles
City of Los Angeles - Community Investment for 

Families Department 
City of Pasadena – Office of the Young Child

City of Santa Monica- Human Services
LA County Public Health - Office for the Advancement 

of Early Care and Education

First 5 LA
Los Angeles County Office of Education

Los Angeles County Alternative Payment agencies
Los Angeles County Resource and Referral agencies

Pacific Oaks College
SEIU Local 99
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LA County Motion to Support Child Care Approved

• MOTION BY SUPERVISOR HOLLY J. MITCHELL February 18, 2025

 Los Angeles County Early Care and Education Child Care Windstorm and Wildfire 

Recovery Efforts

• Direct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH) Office for the Advancement of 

Early Care and Education (OAECE) to work with the Directors of the Department of 

Economic Opportunity (DEO), the Department of Consumer and Business Affairs, and 

the Los Angeles County Office of Education, in coordination with the California 

Community Licensing Division, First 5 LA, and the childcare Resources and Referral 

agencies, to connect Los Angeles County childcare providers to the resources and 

streamlined processes they need to rebuild, and to reach out individually to every affected 

childcare provider, including schools, to inform them of their ability to apply for the State of 

California’s Disaster Unemployment Assistance program. 
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LA County Motion to Support Child Care Approved

• Direct the Department of Regional Planning to allow the temporary use of other facilities for 

childcare programs; schools, grades TK-12, accredited by the State of California (excluding 

trade or commercial schools); and churches, temples, or other places used exclusively for 

religious worship in communities impacted by the Eaton Fire. 

• Direct the Fire Department to work with the State Fire Marshal and local affected 

municipalities to prioritize emergency fire permits for childcare providers who are seeking 

to re-open an existing facility or establish a new facility with an emergency childcare license.

• Direct the CEO, through the Legislative Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations Division, to 

support State budget proposals, legislation and other administrative efforts to meet the 

needs of childcare providers affected by the wildfires, including but not limited to health 

and safety assessments and remediation for childcare facilities.



Child Care & 
Development 

Division Updates

LA County ECE Emergency 
Response Webinar
February 20, 2025
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Welcome

to a space for sharing and 
listening 
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PROCLAMATION 
OF A STATE OF 
EMERGENCY

EXECUTIVE ORDER N-2-25

Governor Gavin 
Newsom 

PROCLAIMED A 
STATE OF 

EMERGENCY for Los 
Angeles and Ventura 
County to assist in the 

mitigation, 
management and 

control of the 
Palisades Fire and 

windstorm conditions.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ca.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F01%2FEO_-LA-Fires-N-2-25.-1.8.25.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNakeisha.Thomas%40dss.ca.gov%7C55a9441dc0874a6dda4a08dd328aa961%7C0235ba6b2cf04b75bc5dd6187ce33de3%7C1%7C0%7C638722293311423705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pDiBmitT4asW6HleqIsusFiB29g5UFo8dSerM28XP%2FA%3D&reserved=0


Payment to Two 
Providers

• The CDSS will waive state requirements to allow 

payment to two providers to reimburse both a new 

provider and the provider who has closed due to the 

wildfires as intended by Executive Order N 3-25 and 

is engaging with federal partners, as necessary.

• The CDSS is asking agencies to pay both providers, 

the closed provider and the new provider during this 

30-day period. 

• The CDSS will publish in a Child Care Bulletin.
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Executive Order
EXECUTIVE ORDER N-3-25

Executive Order to 

bolster the emergency 

response to the rapid 

spread of additional fires 

throughout Los Angelos 

and Ventura Counties due 

to the windstorm 

conditions.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ca.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F01%2FEO-1.10.25_-LA-Fires-N-3-25_signed_v2.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNakeisha.Thomas%40dss.ca.gov%7C55a9441dc0874a6dda4a08dd328aa961%7C0235ba6b2cf04b75bc5dd6187ce33de3%7C1%7C0%7C638722293311442564%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pvPHCegzOdK7MENpFxmlGal3BWlgWHjrp0Nhwmzj5pU%3D&reserved=0


Executive Order
EXECUTIVE ORDER N-17-

25

WHEREAS it is important 
that impacted individuals 

and families not be 
unfairly penalized…
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ca.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F01%2FEO-1.10.25_-LA-Fires-N-3-25_signed_v2.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNakeisha.Thomas%40dss.ca.gov%7C55a9441dc0874a6dda4a08dd328aa961%7C0235ba6b2cf04b75bc5dd6187ce33de3%7C1%7C0%7C638722293311442564%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pvPHCegzOdK7MENpFxmlGal3BWlgWHjrp0Nhwmzj5pU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ca.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F01%2FEO-1.10.25_-LA-Fires-N-3-25_signed_v2.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNakeisha.Thomas%40dss.ca.gov%7C55a9441dc0874a6dda4a08dd328aa961%7C0235ba6b2cf04b75bc5dd6187ce33de3%7C1%7C0%7C638722293311442564%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pvPHCegzOdK7MENpFxmlGal3BWlgWHjrp0Nhwmzj5pU%3D&reserved=0


Executive Order
EXECUTIVE ORDER N-19-

25

WHEREAS given how important 
accessing those benefits is 

for eligible providers to 
support ongoing recovery 

efforts and to assist them in 
continuing to provide the 

critical services for the 
community, my 

Administration will take 
additional steps to engage 
those individuals and assist 

them in pursuing benefits for 
which they may be eligible.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ca.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F01%2FEO-1.10.25_-LA-Fires-N-3-25_signed_v2.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNakeisha.Thomas%40dss.ca.gov%7C55a9441dc0874a6dda4a08dd328aa961%7C0235ba6b2cf04b75bc5dd6187ce33de3%7C1%7C0%7C638722293311442564%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pvPHCegzOdK7MENpFxmlGal3BWlgWHjrp0Nhwmzj5pU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ca.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F01%2FEO-1.10.25_-LA-Fires-N-3-25_signed_v2.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNakeisha.Thomas%40dss.ca.gov%7C55a9441dc0874a6dda4a08dd328aa961%7C0235ba6b2cf04b75bc5dd6187ce33de3%7C1%7C0%7C638722293311442564%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pvPHCegzOdK7MENpFxmlGal3BWlgWHjrp0Nhwmzj5pU%3D&reserved=0


Executive Order N-
19-25

Employment 
Development 
Department 

Support

 Disaster Unemployment 

Assistance is a federal program 

that provides financial assistance 

to unemployed workers and self-

employed individuals when they 

are unemployed as a direct result 

of a major natural disaster.

 The deadline to apply for these 

benefits is Monday, March 10, 

2025.

For support, please see 

this Disaster 

Unemployment Assistance 

(DUA) flyer.

12

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-2-11-25-Childcare-Workers-DUA-EO-_final-GGN-signed-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-2-11-25-Childcare-Workers-DUA-EO-_final-GGN-signed-FINAL-1.pdf
https://edd.ca.gov/siteassets/files/pdf_pub_ctr/de8714dua.pdf
https://edd.ca.gov/siteassets/files/pdf_pub_ctr/de8714dua.pdf
https://edd.ca.gov/siteassets/files/pdf_pub_ctr/de8714dua.pdf


California Early 
Childhood Online

• Safe Spaces: Foundations of Trauma-Informed 
Practice for Educational and Care Settings 

• Trauma Informed Practice: Relationships at the 
Center of Promoting Children's Well-Being and 
Healing

• Trauma Informed Care 

• Culturally Responsive Trauma-Informed Practices 

• Health and Safety for Center-Based Settings & 
Family Child Care Settings

• Preventative Health and Safety for Family, Friends, 
and Neighbor Providers 

• Responsive Early Education for Young Children and 
Families Experiencing Homelessness 

• Resource & Referral Consumer Education Phone 
Counselor Modules 

Website: caearlychildhoodonline.org



Infant and Early 
Childhood Mental Health 
Consultation Network 

• Offers no cost infant and early childhood 
mental health consultation services, 
supports and resources for all child care 
and development providers in California.

• Direct consultation

• Toll-free helpline for just-in-time 
immediate support

• Monthly virtual open-door sessions

• Communities of Support for home-based 
child care providers

• Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health 
Consultant Training Program

Website: iecmhcnetwork.org



We celebrate you! We appreciate you! We 
thank you!
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Supporting Children's 
Mental Health

by
Sean Taitt, MSW

Director of Field Education, BSW 
Program



Agenda

• Activity: “Grab and Go”

• Discussion: Factors Influencing Grief Reactions

• Discussion: Developmental Stages Breakdown

• Activity: Color Your Heart



“Grab & Go”
• Objective: Reflect on a child’s experience of 

prioritizing essential and meaningful items.

• How to Play
• All participants have 30 seconds.
• Consider a scenario.
• Choose five items you would take in an 

evacuation.
• Discussion prompts on following slide



• What answers surprised you?

• Which emotions came up for 
you through this activity?

• How did your chosen items 
reflect your personal values or 
experience? 

Follow-up Questions to “Grab & Go”



• Internet/Technology

• Gender

• Culture

• Religion/Spirituality

• Developmental Stage

External Factors Influencing Grief Reactions

•Social Support

•Family Systems

•The relationship 
with the person 
who separates



Important Considerations: Dependency & Attachment

Developmental Factors

❖Dependence on caregivers for all basic needs

❖Limited object constancy

❖Limited ability to verbalize

❖Few coping strategies to regulate emotions

Understanding Loss: May experience feelings of loss in 
reaction to separation

Reaction to Loss: May be sluggish, quiet, unresponsive to a 
smile or coo. They may undergo physical changes (i.e. weight 
loss), be less active, sleep less, and lastly; they may cry and 
appear inconsolable

Strategies to Assist

➢Maintaining normal routines and 
familiarity

➢Providing a consistent caregiver who 
can provide a lot of affection

➢Providing consistent and gentle 
verbal reassurance

➢Expressing confidence in the child 
and the world

Developmental Stage: Infancy



Developmental Stage: Age 2-3 (Toddlers)

Important Considerations: Dependency & Developing 
Independence

Developmental Factors
❖Ambivalence about independence
❖Increasing comprehension & articulation of language
❖Begin mastery of motor and fine motor skills
❖Learning by mimicking and following examples of 

others

Understanding Loss: May have difficulties 
understanding circumstances. 

Reaction to Loss: May be sluggish, quiet, unresponsive 
to a smile or coo. They may undergo physical changes 
(i.e. weight loss), be less active, sleep less, and lastly, 
may cry and appear inconsolable

Strategies to Assist

➢Maintaining normal routines and 
familiarity

➢Providing a consistent caregiver 
who can provide much affection

➢Providing consistent and gentle 
verbal reassurance

➢Providing simple & understandable 
explanations for changes

➢Naming feelings expressed by the 
child and others



Strategies to Assist (in addition to what was 
mentioned before)

➢ Explaining concepts in simple & direct terms

➢ Answering child's questions directly and 
honestly

➢ Reassuring child about their own security & 
how much they are loved

➢Naming Encouraging mastery of 
developmental skills but being sensitive to 
regression

➢ Expressing confidence in the child and the 
world

Important considerations: Concrete Thinking & Self

Developmental Factors

❖Developing a fuller mastery of language
❖Learning to read
❖Continuing to master fine motor & physical 

skills
❖Expressing feelings through art & play
❖Acquiring social skills through observation & 

interactions with others

Reaction to Loss: May wonder who will take 
care of them and feel anxious about other 
people in their lives. They may also exhibit 
searching behaviors (view photos or videos) 
and ask when they will return. Lastly, they 
may have trouble with eating and sleeping 
and controlling their bladder & bowel 
functions

Developmental Stage: Age 3-6



Important considerations: Striving for Mastery

Developmental Factors

❖ Relationships with peers & adults are important

❖ Striving for mastery of information and tasks

❖ Sense of responsibility is developing

❖ Cognitively, they are still thinking concretely

❖ Acquiring social skills through observation &  
interactions with others

Understanding: Curious about death and will ask 
questions.

Test reality but may still have trouble understanding 
abstract concepts

Reaction to Loss: May be afraid of school, difficulty 
concentrating, may behave aggressively, and become 
concerned with their own health and withdraw from 
others. Some may regress, while others may carry on 
daily activities with the support of others.

Boys: May become more aggressive

Girls: May become more withdrawn or inattentive

Development Stage: 
Age 6 - 9

Strategies to Assist
• Having discussions that include 

correct terms (i.e. died, death, etc.)

• Provide opportunities for child to ask 
questions & express their feelings

• Provide reassurance (not their fault)

• Reading books that relate to grief & 
loss

• Invite children to share memories 
and to participate in ceremonies





“Color Your 
Heart” Activity!

Objective: Allow children to identify feelings 
and develop vocabulary. Further 
demonstrating ways to promote healthy 
expression of emotion. This open-ended 
question allows us to see a child’s perspective. 

Instructions:
1. Using crayons, colored pencils, or markers, I 

have the child choose what colors match 
each emotion for them. 
1. For example, angry might be red or sad 

might be blue.
2. Then the child colors in how much of their 

heart is feeling that emotion right now. 
3. This information is then used as a 

conversation starter. 
1. In family sessions, this is used as a way 

to promote communication of feelings. 





• Sean Taitt, MSW

• Email Address: 
staitt@pacificoaks.edu

• Phone: 562-334-2762

Thank you for your time!

mailto:staitt@pacificoaks.edu
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