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State of the ECE Workforce in Los
Angeles County, 2025

November 12, 2025

© Center for the Study of
Child Care Employment



2025 Baseline Survey

e Research conducted by The Center for the Study of Child Care
Employment at UC Berkeley

e Statewide and regionally representative

o The data in this presentation is only for Los Angeles County
e Six study populations

o FCCproviders - owner/operator only*

o Centers - director/site leader, lead teacher, assistant teacher

o TK -TKteacher, TK para**
e Surveys fielded Spring 2025

o Online survey, mobile-friendly

o Avalilable in English, Spanish, Chinese, Arabic

o Incentives for participants ($25-30, depending on survey length)
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Early Educator Educational Attainment, Los Angeles County

California ECE Workforce Study, 2025

High school or less Some college Associate degree . Bachelor's degree or higher

FCC providers

o\

11% 33% 20

Center lead teachers

21% 26%

Center assistant teachers

5% 30% 38%




Average Years of Experience in ECE,
Los Angeles County

California ECE Workforce Study, 2025

FCC providers 21

Center assistant teachers Bl

Source: Center for the Study of Child Care Employment, University of
California, Berkeley « Created with Datawrapper



Early Educator Wages™, Los Angeles County
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California ECE Workforce Study, 2020 and 2025

FCC provider (large) | $41,500 =%56,400 | $45,000 =$55,000

$18/hour $25/hour
Center lead teacher $37.400 $51,000/year
Center assistant $15/hour $21/hour
teacher $31,500 $43,700/year

XNot adjusted for inflation
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Early Educator Economic Well-Being, Los Angeles County
California ECE Workforce Study, 2025

Enrolled in health insurance Any retirement savings Food sufficient

90% e

55%

i 61% 59%

FCC Center lead Center FCC Center lead Center FCC Center lead Center

providers teachers assistant providers teachers assistant providers teachers assistant
teachers teachers teachers
Enrolled in public assistance* Homeowner
61%

FCC Center lead Center FCC Center lead Center
providers teachers assistant providers teachers assistant
teachers teachers

* Public assistance programs include: Medi-Cal; CalFresh; Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC);
subsidized housing, and food banks.

Source: Center for the Study of Child Care Employment, University of California, Berkeley - Created with Datawrapper
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Early Educator Emotional Well-Being, Los Angeles County
California ECE Workforce Study, 2025

FCC providers Center teaching staff
100% 100%
90%
78%
71%
57% .
S 43%
0
High levels of Significant Feel like they High levels of Significant Feel like they
perceived depressive make a perceived depressive make a
stress* symptoms** difference*** stress* symptoms** difference***

* Reflects respondents who scored six or more on the Perceived Stress Scale (PSS-4), the threshold for high levels of perceived stress.

** Reflects respondents who scored 10 or more on the Center for Epidemiological Studies Depression Scale (CES-D-10), the threshold for significant
depressive symptoms.

*** Educators who replied they “very often” feel that their “work is making a difference with a child.” This question included a four-point scale: 1) never;
2) rarely; 3) sometimes; and 4) very often.

Source: Center for the Study of Child Care Employment, University of California, Berkeley - Created with Datawrapper
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Andrea Fernandez,
Vice Chair, Child Care Planning Committee

Key Takeaways

 Thoughts about ECE workforce data

* Conversation with Child Care Planning
Committee Councilmembers
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Child Care Planning Committee — ECE Workforce Data ((’;;;,‘;,‘;,;"ﬁ;‘;i;n

Discussion Question

What public policy strategies
should be elevated
to support the ECE workforce?



Presentation on
LA County Fiscal Pressures
and Impact on Department
of Public Health




LA County Budget

Discussion Question
What can the
Policy Roundtable do to

support LA County
during budget reductions?
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Federal Government Shutdown

Status of Federal Government Shutdown

» A federal funding lapse began on October 1, 2025, when Congress failed to pass a full year

appropriations bill or a continuing resolution (CR)

» Currently in week 6 (43 days) of the government shutdown making it the longest in U.S.
modern history

» Approximately 900,000 federal workers furloughed and another 700,000 working without pay

» Essential operations such as the Defense Department, Air-Traffic Control and Public

Safety are still working while discretionary programs remained paused such as Head
Start, WIC, SNAP, CCDBG




Federal Government Shutdown

Implications on Child Care and Early Learning Programs

» Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG) - funding flows delayed; new

contracts and reimbursements pending federal reopening

» Head Start and Early Head Start — many grantees using emergency reserves;

others facing program suspension by month-end if shutdown persist

» CA Department of Social Services and LA County agencies — prioritizing continuity

through state advances and reserve funds



Federal Government Shutdown

Next Steps and State of Play

» On November 10™, the U.S. Senate passed a Continuing Resolution (CR) funding package
to extend government operations through January 30, 2026. The U.S. House of
Representative are scheduled to vote on the CR funding package on November 121,

» The President is expected to sign it, which should end the government shutdown by the
end of this week.

» Cash flow disrupftions, reimbursements, partial funding

The longer the government shutdown continues, the deeper its impact on essential

services and vulnerable families.
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Joint Committee on Legislation C Pubiic Health

Joint Committee on Legislation Composition
* 4 Representatives from Policy Roundtable
o Andrea Fernandez Mendoza
o Ofelia Medina
o Jessica Perea
o Nurhan Pirim
* 4 Representatives from Local Planning Council
o Rachel Bocarsly
o Lester Garcia
o Patrick MacFarlane
o Sarah Soriano

Meeting Dates, Time, & Location
* Dates: 3" Wednesday of month (Dec. 2025 - June 2026)

* Time: 10am —11:30am
* Location: To Be Determined)

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

QL:/Q POLICY ROUNDTABLE
FOR CHILD CARE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

T
97 AND DEVELOPMENT ¥/(e OFFICE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 11
. . 9K (s EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION
()



(COUNTY C:F Los ANGELES
Public Health

Announcements
and
General Public Comment

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
9'¥(e POLICY ROUNDTABLE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

\\J)
©)';/(e OFFICE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 12

7 ~FOR CHILD CARE
Rg
o\ 3:‘(: EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

AND DEVELOPMENT




(COUNTY C:F Los ANGELES
Public Health

Call to
Adjourn Meeting
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