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Policy Roundtable for Child Care and Development Meeting Minutes 

May 13, 2026 
 
1.   Welcome and Introductions of Commissioners, Alternates, and Guests  
Chair Justin Blakely opened the Policy Roundtable for Child Care and Development Commission (Policy 
Roundtable) meeting at 10:04 a.m. by welcoming Commissioners and guests. 
 
2.   Comments from the Chair 
Chair Blakely noted that the Governor’s May Revise Budget FY 2026-27 is expected to be released May 
14, 2026. Chair Blakely shared that the Policy Roundtable June 2026 meeting will include a review of its 
work during FY 2025-26 to inform the development of goals for FY 2026-27.  
 
3.   Approval of Minutes – April 8, 2026  
Chair Blakely presented the minutes for April 8, 2026 Policy Roundtable meeting and asked for a motion 
to approve the April 8, 2026 minutes. Commissioner Amber Rivas made the motion to approve the April 
8, 2026 minutes; Commissioner Fran Chasen seconded the motion. The motion to approve the April 8, 
2026 minutes was approved unanimously. 
 
4.   Presentation on Child Care Planning Committee Activities for FY 25-26 Update 
Commissioner Andrea Fernandez Mendoza and Debra Colman, Office for the Advancement of Early Care 
and Education (OAECE) Director, provided an update regarding Child Care Planning Committee (Planning 
Committee) activities. Commissioner Fernandez Mendoza highlighted that the Planning Committee is 
mandated by the state to develop a LA County early care and education (ECE) Strategic Plan every five 
years. Commissioner Fernandez Mendoza shared that the purpose of the Strategic Plan is to guide public 
and private investments in the ECE system; inform policy priorities at the local, state, and federal levels; 
and serve as a framework to unify the ECE system across LA County.  As part of the process to develop the 
LA County ECE Strategic Plan for 2026-2030, the Planning Committee reviewed data (such as workforce 
and access data), identified priority focus areas, and developed recommendations. Colman highlighted 
that the Policy Roundtable’s role in the development of the Strategic Plan is to provide input on policy 
recommendations. Commissioner Fernandez Mendoza and Colman reviewed the drafted Priority Areas: 
1) ECE Workforce; 2) Access to ECE; and 3) ECE Infrastructure. Additional information is available in the 
PowerPoint presentation. Chair Blakely opened the floor for Commissioner discussion and some of the 
points raised are listed below.  

• Significant budget challenges face the ECE system and it is important to identify feasible, solution-
oriented policy changes that are not dependent on funding 

• Need to maximize existing resources and prioritize non-fiscal policy measures to strengthen the 
ECE system. Need to be creative and strategic in drawing in resources to support ECE programs 
such as increasing the use of unused government facility spaces and identify ways to decrease 
the cost of insurance for ECE programs. 

• It is important to continue to support ECE facilities development and explore opportunities to 
incorporate child care spaces into new developments and County buildings  

• Need to establish a local revenue source to support ECE, address gaps in state funding, and learn 
from other jurisdictions that have approved new revenue sources for ECE 
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• Social media has proven successful to provide extensive reach to inform parents about ECE 
options and promote ECE programs. These types of activities should be included in the Strategic 
Plan being developed.  

• More supports are needed to help families enroll and stay enrolled in ECE programs 

• The ECE system is fragmented and needs to improve its coordination with other social service 
systems. For example, families who qualify for multiple social services must complete separate 
eligibility and enrollment application forms for each support service. Collaboration between 
social service systems and ECE is needed to create one administrative entry point for 
determining a family’s eligibility for subsidized ECE services and other social services.  

 
5.   Presentation on Service Coordination Strategy Update 
Chair Blakely shared updates on the status of Policy Roundtable Service Coordination Strategy FY 2025-
26 actions. Chair Blakely encouraged Commissioners to take into consideration the Service Coordination 
Strategy actions when developing the Policy Roundtable’s FY 2026-27 goals at the Policy Roundtable June 
2026 meeting. Additional details are available in the PowerPoint presentation. Chair Blakely opened the 
floor for Commissioner discussion. No comments were provided. 
 
6.   Presentation on Status of Local, State and Federal Public Policies, Joint Committee on Legislation,  
      and Proposed Pursuit of Positions  
Chair Blakely provided an update on the status of the three Pursuits of Position that were approved by 
the Policy Roundtable in March 2026. Chair Blakely shared that LA County Legislative Affairs and 
Intergovernmental Relations approved the Pursuits of Position and started advocacy activities to support 
these Positions. Alternate Commissioner Colin Legerton presented updates on state and federal public 
policies. Alternate Commissioner Legerton also provided the status of bills included in the Pursuits of 
Positions and shared that the Governor’s May Revise Budget FY 2026-27 is expected to be released 
Thursday, May 14, 2026. Alternate Commissioner Legerton reviewed that the House unanimously passed 
H.R. 5334 Supporting Early-Childhood Educators’ Deductions (SEED) Act and noted that the Child Care 
Development Fund (CCDF) Final Rule was published. Additional information is available in the PowerPoint 
presentation. 
 
Chair Blakely provided an update on the Joint Committee on Legislation (JCL). He noted that the JCL will 
meet on May 20, 2026 and the meeting will focus on identifying: 1) priority legislation/proposed policies 
to track, and 2) if modifications are needed to the Public Policy Platform. Additional information is 
available in the PowerPoint presentation. Chair Blakely opened the floor for Commissioner discussion and 
the following points were raised: 

• Need to monitor California Senate’s budget proposal to move California State Preschool Program 
(CSPP) to be part of Proposition 98 

• California’s new governor may not keep Governor Newsom’s commitment to add the remaining 
44,000 new subsidized ECE slots  

• The budget for FY 2027-28 will likely be worse than the FY 2026-27 budget   
 
Chair Blakely opened the floor for public comment and the following is one of the comments provided: 
LA Partnership for Early Childhood Investment established an innovation fund and invited others to 
partner and contribute to this fund.  
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7. Presentation on Early Care and Education Supervisorial District Delegation Updates 
Chair Blakely introduced the Board of Supervisors (BOS) ECE Delegation teams and shared that Delegation 
meetings are designed to provide consistent and coordinated ECE updates to Supervisorial District offices. 
The Delegations are comprised of BOS appointees from the Policy Roundtable and Planning Committee, 
along with organizational representatives from the Policy Roundtable. The Delegations were encouraged 
to meet with their respective Supervisorial Offices in April 2026 and share the Policy Roundtable’s Pursuits 
of Position during these meetings. Chair Blakely invited each Team to share the status of their engagement 
efforts with their respective BOS Offices.  

• Supervisor Hilda Solis, District 1: The Team is scheduling a meeting with Supervisor Solis’ Office 

• Supervisor Holly Mitchell, District 2: The Team is scheduling a meeting with Supervisor Mitchell’s 
Office 

• Supervisor Lindsey Horvath, District 3: BOS ECE Delegation Team Lead and Commissioner Jennifer 
Cowan reported that the Delegation Team met with Supervisor Horvath’s Senior Youth and 
Community Wellbeing Deputy Lizzie Shuster and shared information on the status of the Pursuits 
of Position and ECE landscape. Deputy Shuster shared that the County wants to increase 
opportunities for WIC to co-locate in spaces with other services and areas that reach more people 
because there is an under-utilization of WIC services and resources; the County’s budget is 
strained, and Cal Fresh is expected to be impacted significantly by policy changes and funding 
cuts.  

• Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4: The team is scheduling a meeting with Supervisor Hahn’s office 

• Supervisor Kathryn Barger, District 5: The team is scheduling a meeting with Supervisor Barger’s 
office 

Chair Blakely shared that BOS Deputies will be invited to attend and present at Policy Roundtable meetings 
in FY 2026-27.  Additional information is available in the PowerPoint presentation.  
 
8. Announcements and General Public Comment  
Chair Blakely opened the floor for announcements and public comment and the following were provided.  

• Commissioner Alejandra Albarran Moses shared: 
o The Long Beach Early Learning Hub, TheHubLB.org, will add food access to its resource 

information 
o The California Association for the Education of Young Children (CAEYC) will host a review 

of the Governor’s May Revise Budget FY 2026-27 on May 21, 2026  

• Commissioner Fernandez Mendoza shared that Every Child California southern region is meeting 
on May 28, 2026 and will discuss the Governor’s May Revise Budget FY 2026-27  

• Colman asked Commissioners to email her with any comments related to the Governor’s May 
Revise Budget FY 2026-27 

 
9.   Call to Adjourn Meeting  
Chair Blakely moved to adjourn the May 13, 2026 meeting. Commissioner Albarran Moses seconded the 
motion. The motion to adjourn the meeting passed with no objections. The Policy Roundtable meeting 
was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

- 4 - 

 

 
 
 
Attendance  
Commissioners Attendance  

1. Justin Blakely, Second Supervisorial District 
2. Jennifer Cowan, Third Supervisorial District 
3. Amber Rivas, Third Supervisorial District 
4. Alejandra Albarran Moses, Fourth Supervisorial District 
5. Ricardo Mota, Fourth Supervisorial District 
6. Karla Rivas, Fifth Supervisorial District 
7. Olga Vicuna, Department of Children and Family Services 
8. Kanchana Tate, Department of Mental Health 
9. Nurhan Pirim, Department of Public Social Services 
10. Dora Jacildo, Commission for Children and Families 
11. Ranae Amezquita, Los Angeles Unified School District 
12. Fran Chasen, Southern California Chapter – California Association for the Education of Young 

Children 
 
Alternate Commissioners Attendance  

1. Steve Sturm, Department of Children and Family Services  
2. Colin Legerton, Los Angeles County Office of Education 
3. Chanel Smith, Department of Public Health 
4. Jaime Kalenik, First 5 LA 

 
Guests Attendance  

1. Mirel Herrera, Early Edge California  
2. Lisa Wilkin, Child Development Consortium Los Angeles 
3. Rachel Bocarsly, City of Los Angeles 
4. Deon Arline, LA County Homeless Services & Housing 
5. Araceli Sandoval, LA Partnership for Early Childhood Investment 
6. Nicole Jain, Department of Economic Opportunity 
7. Jess Guerra, Child Care Alliance Los Angeles 

 
OAECE Staff Attendance  

1. Debra Colman, Director 
2. Leanne Drogin, Deputy Director  
3. Diana Alvarado, Policy and Program Specialist 
4. Sheronda Helton, UPK Research Specialist 


