
Entry Referral Evaluation
Eligibility & 

Service Offer
Enrollment/Service Plan

FAMILIES

Trigger Service Connection

NAVIGATION SUPPORTS

Child is receiving 
Reginal Center 

Services before age 3

Age 3 Transition from
Regional Center to 

School District begins

School District 
responsibility 

begins at age 3

Regional Center 
initiates transition 
referral to School 

District 

Screening

School District 
performs evaluation 

for IEP eligibility

School District  
determines eligibility

& makes offer of 
FAPE

School District 
provides FAPE and 

related services

Child receives IEP 
services in district-​

based setting

Child receives IEP 
services in 

Community ECE 
setting

School District 
receives referral 

from Reginal Center

Family accepts, 
School District 
offer of FAPE

School District 
delivers IEP services 
in Community ECE 

setting

Family declines or 
delays,  School 

District offer of FAPE

IEP services do not
begin or are 

delayed until age 6

Gap: Family may 
receive referral 
from pediatrician 
without clear 
explanation of 
developmental 
delay or next steps

Gap: Families may decline 
or delay services when 
options are unclear, 
overwhelming, or do not 
meet their needs.

Families may experience 
confusion, delays, or dropped 
handoffs during the age 3 
transition from Regional 
Center to School District.

Gap: Families may not 
understand that they can 
decline School District 
setting and request IEP 
services to be delivered in 
another ECE Program.

Gap: Evaluation delays can 
cause families to lose 
momentum and/or drop 
off before evaluation is 
complete

Regional Center eligibility and 
school district IEP eligibility are 

separate determinations. A child 
may qualify for both and receive 
supports through both systems.

PEDIATRICIANS

Gap: Limited provider 
capacity and inclusive 
placement options can 
restrict where children 

receive services.

REGIONAL CENTERS

SCHOOL DISTRICTS

COMMUNITY ECE PROGRAM

Gap: Family may not 
understand that 
Regional Center and 
School District 
eligibility are different

Los Angeles County Special Needs and Inclusion System
How Children Ages 3 and 4 With an Identified Developmental Delay  

Move From Concern to Connected Services

For more information please visit https://childcare.lacounty.gov/lpc/


